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(54) THIN SAMPLE FORMING METHOD 

(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To reduce the damage of a sample 
thinly cut by a cutter blade when the sample is bonded to a carrier 
tape to be recovered. 

SOLUTION: A carrier tape 5 is delivered from a supply roller 6 and 
taken up by a taking-up roller 7 through guide rollers 11-13. A 
sample block 1 and a cutter blade 3 are arranged under the running 
route of the carrier tape 5. When the surface layer part of the 
sample block 1 is thinly cut, the sample block 1 is sent out toward 
the cutter blade 3 and the carrier tape 5 is allowed to run in 
connection with the movement of the sample block 1 to suck and 
hold the cut thin sample 1 on its undersurface. At the same time, a 
second guide roller 12 is moved along the scooping surface 3a of 
the cutter blade 3 in connection with the movement of the sample 
block 1 and held to a state present on the side of a third guide 
roller 13 from the end part of the thin sample adsorbed on the 
carrier tape 5. 
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